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Prior to leading the time with children, talk with the church leaders to see how the children and 
youth can be involved in worship leadership. Some suggestions: 

● Process in waving red ribbons. 
● Assist as ushers and greeters.  
● Sing the Pentecost Song during worship. specialofferings.pcusa.org/resource/pentecost-

song-sheet   
● Provide liturgical movement during reading of Acts 2. 
● Assist with lighting candles and collecting the offering.  
● Children and youth from multilingual households or in language immersion programs 

assist with reading Acts 2 in different languages. 
 
Time with Children: Pentecost Offering 
 
Resource: Pentecost Offering Poster  
 
Good morning, children of God! 
 
Today is a special day in the life of the church. This is a season of the church year that we 
remember the beginning or the birthday of the church. It is Pentecost! We talked a bit about 
Pentecost during our faith formation time and you will have the opportunity to hear the story 
read during the Scripture reading, so during our time now we will focus on something else — 
still a celebration — but something else. 
 
Today we will think more about the Pentecost Offering! Do you know what the Pentecost 
Offering is? (Show poster after receiving a few answers.) The Pentecost Offering is a special 
offering that the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) encourages us to collect this time of year. When 
we give to this offering, we are helping to inspire children, youth and young adults in our 
community to share their faith, ideas and unique gifts with the church and the world. Our big 
church family — Presbyterian churches all over the United States — are collecting this offering 
today. That is amazing!   
 
Let’s take a look at this Pentecost Special Offering poster and wonder about it. I wonder what is 
happening in this image. I wonder what they are talking about. I wonder what she is pointing to 
and what he is thinking. I wonder if you have experienced a moment like the child in this 
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picture. I see a woman reading the Bible with an older child as they sit in a church pew. It is a 
beautiful image that reminds us of our Pentecost Offering Scripture Psalm 71:17: “God, from 
my youth you have taught me.” I’ll be sure to hang this poster in a place where everyone can 
see it and be inspired!   
 
I remember times when I was a child and adults in my church family took the time to teach me, 
to read the Bible, to sing the hymns and even encouraged me to be a leader in my church. Their 
love, nurture and faith inspired me to find ways to serve in the church and to share God’s love 
with others in the community. I wonder who the adult is who inspires you to learn more about 
God and to follow Jesus.    
 
Today, through the giving of the Pentecost Offering, our church family is inspiring young people 
to build a life of faith. I look forward to seeing how you are inspired and in what ways you will 
serve the church and community!   
 
Let us pray together and give thanks to God for teaching us. I invite everyone to repeat after 
me: 

We thank you, God, that you have taught us and will teach us always. Give us courage to 
shine your light in the world and share your love with others. We hope the Pentecost 
offering received today continues building a life of faith among all your children and that 
all children and youth in our church and community know they are loved. Amen.     

 
 

Written by Charlotte Nance-Allbright, a Certified Christian Educator who serves as the Director 
of Christian Formation and Education at First Presbyterian Church of Burlington, North Carolina.  
 
 
 


