
 
 

2021 Curriculum: Build a Life of Faith 
Multi-age Children’s Lesson Plan (ages 5–10 with activities Pre-K might enjoy) 

Day of Pentecost, May 23, 2021 
 

 
Guiding Scripture: Psalm 71:17 “God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your 
wondrous deeds.” 
 
Lesson Objectives:  

1. Children and families will celebrate the season of Pentecost and explore the Pentecost Offering 
guiding Scripture, Psalm 71:17. 

2. Children and families will discover more about the PC(USA) Pentecost Offering, how funds are 
distributed, and how they can support young people in their congregation, community and 
world. 

3. Children and families will engage in serving the children at risk in their community. 
 
Resources and Supplies: 

❏ Children’s Story Bible  
❏ Red decorations and paint-safe tape 
❏ Red crepe paper roll(s) — for stoles  
❏ Sticker Resource Sheet printed on sticker project paper (Resource 1) 

(Alternative: Sticker sheets can be printed on plain paper and attached with tape.) 
❏ Scissors 
❏ Pie chart of the distribution of the Pentecost Offering (Resource 2) 
❏ Electronic device to show videos; internet; wifi  
❏ Cardstock in different colors — one sheet for each child 
❏ Markers or crayons 
❏ Stickers (variety of images, shapes, sizes and textures)  
❏ Red snacks and party supplies (optional)  
❏ Pentecost song sheet: specialofferings.pcusa.org/resource/pentecost-song-sheet  

 
Preparing:  

● Arrange for “guest speakers” if you choose to include them in your plan.      
● There is a lot to learn!  If time does not permit you to explore all, adapt the curriculum for a 

two- or three-week study!   
 
Gathering (10 minutes) 
As children enter, invite them to help you decorate the space as they would for a birthday celebration. 
 
After decorating is complete (or after eight minutes), gather everyone together by giving them each a 
stole and inviting them into the learning space. Tear off a long piece of red crepe paper to put around 
each child’s shoulders so they have their own red stole for the day.     

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/resource/pentecost-song-sheet/


 
Give each child some stickers from the Pentecost Offering Sticker Sheet (Resource 1) to decorate their 
stoles. Older children can cut their own stickers. Give younger children pre-cut stickers or invite older 
children to help by cutting out stickers for younger children.   
 
Say: 

You all did a wonderful job decorating for our celebration! Today we celebrate Pentecost and 
we will explore the Pentecost Offering — a special offering we collect at this time every year. 
The red stole you wear is to remind you of the Holy Spirit coming to the disciples on Pentecost 
and that you, too, have gifts from God to share. Before exploring the Scripture, the special 
offering and why we decorated everything with red, let’s pray.   

 
Invite one of the children to lead the prayer using this prayer or pray one of their own heart.  

Come, Holy Spirit, as we learn and grow. Guide us to ways that we can reach children and youth 
in the community and world through the Pentecost Special Offering. Move us into action and 
service. Amen.   

 
Exploring the Church Season of Pentecost (10 minutes) 
Say: 

Pentecost is a season of the church year. We often say Pentecost is the birthday of the church. 
This is a day of beginnings and unity of the church in one mission of telling the world the Good 
News of Jesus.   
(For more information about Pentecost, see 
presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/pentecost)    
 
Listen to the story of Pentecost. While you listen, try to discover why we might use red as the 
liturgical, or church, color for Pentecost.   

 
Read Acts 2:1–21 in the children’s Bible you chose.   
 
After reading, ask/say: 

● I wonder how you would respond if you were in the room that day when the Holy Spirit arrived. 
● Let’s imagine some of the things folks said as they walked by and heard people speaking in the 

language they spoke and understood.   
● Why do you think red was chosen as the color for Pentecost? (Point to the Dove/Flame symbol 

sticker on the stole you all made.) 
● The Holy Spirit is still working today and giving people gifts to tell the good news about God’s 

love. Sharing and receiving such good news is one reason this is the perfect day for the 
Pentecost Offering for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)! The Pentecost Offering unites us in a 
church-wide effort to support young people and inspire them to share their faith, ideas and 
unique gifts with the church and the world.  Let’s explore the guiding Scripture and programs 
supported by the Pentecost Special Offering. 

 
Getting to know the offering recipients (20–25 minutes) 
[If you are able to have snacks, this would be a good time to eat red fruit while you are watching videos or listening 
to guest speakers. Be aware of food allergies and sensitivities. Have alternatives. If you choose to not have snacks, 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/pentecost/


consider providing modeling clay/dough or Pentecost coloring sheets for the hands that need something to do 
while they listen to the videos/speakers.] 
 
Say: 

We learn that, on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gave people gifts and the ability to tell 
others the good news of God’s love. The guiding Scripture for the Pentecost Offering is also 
about being taught of God’s love and wondrous deeds. Let’s listen to the passage.   

 
Invite a child to read Psalm 71:17.   
 
Say: 

Psalm 71:17 reminds us of the importance of the foundations of our faith. (Visual learners might 
like to see a picture of a house or building plans to help understand “foundation.”) Just as a 
house needs a solid foundation so that the house will be able to be built and last for years, we 
need a faith foundation.   

● What do you think our faith foundation is made of? (Wait for answers.) God’s love, 
hope, peace, joy, justice and (add your own!) ...   

● What do we build on our faith foundation? (Wait for answers.) We build a life of faith, 
love for God and others, knowledge that God is with us always, a desire to help others 
and (add your own!) ...   

The Pentecost Offering can help build a life of faith and can impact the lives of children, youth 
and young adults in amazing ways. THAT is something to celebrate! 

 
So, let’s settle in with some Pentecostal red snacks and get to know more! It is Snack-n-Share 
Time! 

 
NOTE: If you plan to watch the videos, you will need to choose if you want to focus on Ministries with Youth 
(Presbyterian Youth Triennium) or Young Adult Volunteers as there may not time to do both in one hour. If you 
have guest speakers from these areas, you should be able to highlight both program areas, giving each speaker 
equal time to share.   
 

Presbyterian Youth Triennium 
(If you know a young person who attended PYT, invite them to share their experience instead of 
watching the video and provide families with the link to the video.) 

 
Show the Resource 2 Pie Chart and say: 

25% of the Pentecost offering helps to fund Ministries with Youth, including the Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium. We are going to watch a video from the 2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium to 
learn more about this opportunity for young people.  
  

❖ Watch  
➢ Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2019 presbyterianyouthtriennium.org (approx. 21 

minutes) 
❖ Ask 

➢ What is one thing you would like to tell your family and friends about PYT? 
➢ I wonder if you want to attend PYT someday.   
➢ What do you think God will teach you there? 

 

https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/


Young Adult Volunteers 
(If you know a young adult who has served as a YAV in your congregation or presbytery, invite 
them to share their experience with the children instead of or in addition to the video.) 

 
 
Show the Resource 2 Pie Chart and say: 

The Young Adult Volunteer program receives 25% of the Pentecost Offering. Young adults ages 
19–30 have heard God’s call to go to an area of the United States or in the world to serve 
others. Let’s watch the video about Young Adult Volunteers and then take a look at who they 
are and where they serve.   
 

❖ Watch 
➢ Young Adult Volunteers: youtu.be/vvGDY6GngxY (approx. two minutes) 
➢ Extra videos: youtube.com/channel/UCMHLmESoIGuXubs5tu5ZysQ  

❖ Ask 
➢ What is one thing you learned about Young Adult Volunteers that you could tell your 

family or friends?  
➢ Let’s imagine if you were a YAV one day! Where would you serve?   

■ Let’s see where the current YAVs serve: 
presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/yav-new  

■ How have the current YAVs creatively adapted their ways of service for this 
pandemic year?   

■ How do their creative actions encourage you to adapt your ways of service in 
this pandemic year? 

 
Note: There is a Young Adult Volunteer Program newsletter that churches and individuals can sign up to 
receive!   
 
Activity: Affirmation Cards for Children at Risk (10–15 minutes) 
Show the Resource 2 Pie Chart and say: 

The PC(USA) receives 60% of the offering and give 10% to children at risk. We keep 40% of the 
total offering for use with children at risk in our community! Let’s learn more about how our 
congregation decided to use those funds. After we hear about (organization) by (guest speaker), 
you will make Affirmation Cards for the children served by (organization).   

 
Share about the local mission where your 40% will go. **Invite a church leader or a community 
representative to share with the children at this time. If they are not able to be present, ask them to 
make a video for the children.** 
 
Distribute cardstock, stickers, markers/crayons and ask/say: 

How does it make you feel to receive a card from someone? How does it make you feel when 
someone says something nice to you?   
 
Today, you will make cards that have an affirmation such as “You are awesome!” or “Have a 
wonderful day!” or “God loves you!” or whatever positive thing you can think of. A card and 
prayer from you is a way to love your neighbor, to lift spirits and to build upon your faith 

https://youtu.be/vvGDY6GngxY
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMHLmESoIGuXubs5tu5ZysQ
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/yav-new/


foundation as you grow, learn and serve. Today you will make a difference in someone’s day and 
possibly help build their faith foundation! 
 
Write, draw and doodle positive images on the card and/or decorate with stickers. Sign your 
card with just your first name (or initials) and your age or grade. Before you hand in your card, 
give the card a hug and offer a blessing by simply saying out loud or in your mind “God, please 
be with and bless the child who receives this card.”    

 
Collect the cards when complete and give to the guest speaker or deliver to the organization. 
 
Closing (two minutes) 
Invite a child to close your time together with this prayer or one from their heart. 

Today we celebrate you, O Christ! Thank you for teaching us the foundations of faith. May we 
someday nurture faith in others. Bless the children, youth and young adults in our community, 
church and world that will receive the opportunity to grow, learn and lead because of the 
Pentecost Offering. Bless the people who give that they know the impact they have made in a 
young person’s life. Amen.   

 
 
 

Written by Charlotte Nance-Allbright, a Certified Christian Educator who serves as the Director of Christian 
Formation and Education at First Presbyterian Church of Burlington, North Carolina.  

 
 

 


