
 

Children’s Message 
December 19, 2021 

 
 

Supplies:    
1. A box wrapped like a gift — wrap lid and bottom separate so that you can open it to 

retrieve the CJO poster  
2. Christmas Joy Offering Poster (image on page 3) — fold and put in the gift box 

 
Idea: If you provide worship online, consider including the CJO poster in a slide 
presentation (like PowerPoint or Google Slides) so that your virtual attendees can see 
the poster as well.  Share the CJO poster on your social media platforms. 
 
Idea: On the back of the CJO poster, print pictures of Presbyterian-related colleges and 
schools from Resource 1 Images and show them when you talk about those schools. 

 
 
Good morning, children of God! 
 
I brought a gift today. What do you think is in my gift box?   
(Allow for guesses and then invite a child to take the lid off the box and pull out the poster.) 
Wow! It's a poster! Let’s take a look at it.   
 
It says Christmas Joy Special Offerings: Leadership: Past, Present and Future. Here (point to 
words) this says, “A gift opens doors.” Proverbs 18:16. And here (point to words) this says, “The 
Perfect Gift.”   
 
This poster is telling us about a perfect gift that opens doors. What do you think that perfect gift 
is? (Allow for answers.) Yes, the perfect gift is always Jesus ... and ... I think there is a hint at 
the top of this poster — Christmas Joy Special Offering: Leadership: Past, Present and Future. 
 
You may have learned about the Christmas Joy Special Offering during our children’s gathering 
time or in your at-home practice. It is an offering we receive this time every year and give to the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Special Offerings. When they receive the offering, they give 
thanks to God for all who have given and all who will receive, then they give the gifts to others.   
 
Who do you think will receive the gift from this special offering? (Allow for answers.) Church 
workers, like (name the pastor, educator, musician), support our church family in so many ways 
and sometimes they need our help. This offering can help current and retired church workers 
who need help and support during difficult times like losing a home to a fire or piled-up medical 
bills. Isn’t that a lovely way to show how much we love and support church workers? 
 



 

This offering also helps students at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges that equip 
communities of color (show images on the back of your poster). Stillman College, the Menaul 
School and the Presbyterian Pan American School receive gifts from this special offering.  
Every gift that is given to this special offering by you, by everyone here, by those joining us 
virtually, and by people all over the United States is a way to love our neighbors and shine 
Christ’s light.   
 
Speaking of light, look at this beautiful image on the poster. This light (point to light in image) 
was the first thing to catch my eye. I love how the shepherd and sheep are aimed, maybe 
walking or looking, toward the light. May we all aim toward the light of Christ, sharing the gifts 
we have been given with past, present and future leaders letting them know that they are part of 
God’s big family who loves them, they are remembered, and they are prayed for.   
 
Let us pray together before we leave this space: (If it is your practice, encourage 
children/congregations to repeat after you.) 

Bless these gifts, O God. Bless those who give and those who receive. May the 
Christmas Joy Offering bring light and hope to your beloved children. Thank you for the 
most perfect gift that opens doors, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 
 

 
Written by Charlotte Nance-Allbright, Certified Christian Educator who serves as the Director of 

Christian Formation and Education at First Presbyterian Church of Burlington, North Carolina. 
 



 

 


