
 

Sermon 
Proverbs 18:16 

 

Text: A gift opens the way and ushers the giver into the presence of the great. (Proverbs 18:16 NIV) 

 

CIT: Knowing gifts from God allows us to view the world in a whole different way. The person who 

acknowledges the deep meaning and love received in the gifts of God would learn how great it is to be 

loved by God. Also, when we give our gifts to other people, God will eventually lead us to even more 

mercy, grace and love. As how He gave us gifts without being miserly or conserving anything, God tells 

us to share with one another.  

 

Title: Greatness of Acknowledging the Gift and Sincerity in It 

 

Opening Illustration: I started to think and see the world in a whole different perspective:  Before, when 

I was in eighth grade, I didn’t really believe in God, although I went to the church every Sunday and 

prayed at night. I just saw how people in the world say that success or happiness is derived from fame, 

money or satisfying sexual desire. However, when I realized how important it is to realize gifts from our 

Father and be thankful, I felt I became much closer to Him. 

 

Truth Statement: When you give your gift that was received from God to one another with sincerity, 

God guides you and invites you to share in more gifts, mercy and love. 

 

Question: Have you ever prepared and given a gift full of love to someone while imagining how that 

person would love it? 

 

Explanation: Today, we want to share with you how a gift opens the way of a person and how the gift 

can lead the person who gives it into the one who is greater in the whole world. 

 



First Insight: It is really important to recognize the values of the gifts, the one who gave the gifts and we 

who receive those gifts from God. 

 Explain: When we know the meaning deep inside the gifts that God gives us every day,  

 our faith grows and the relationship between you and God becomes closer and closer.  

 When we realize that God gives us gifts in our daily lives from the beginning of the  

world because He loves us so much, the way we live and think as Christians, God’s sons  

and daughters, would change right away.  

Illustrate: The first time when I started to genuinely believe in God, it was because I realized 

how God sent His son just to save us. When I knew the forgiveness that each and every one of 

us has received since we were born in this world, I felt all that love and grace. Also, all the gifts 

from God allowed me to know how God loves me and wants to guide my paths. Knowing this 

opened my way to go to God by being closer to Him and seeking to know more about Him and 

be a better person as a Christian. 

 Apply: Therefore, you will also feel the love and care of God when you acknowledge  

and thank what you already have received from God. Once you do this, God will give you even 

more love and open your way by guiding you your whole life.  

 Transition: It is important to acknowledge how it is grateful and thankful to receive gifts  

from God with unending love of Him, and there is also one other thing for us to take action upon 

every day.  

 

Second Insight: We need to learn how God gives gifts and mercy to all of us so that we can share and 

give things to others with sincerity. 

Explain: God teaches us to give what we have received to other people with all our  

hearts and how He adores us to practice this. 

Illustrate: I learned how sincerely taking care of others and having mercy or love by  

giving them gifts can lead me to even better things when I tried to use my talents to help  

others. When I gave my gifts from God to others by teaching English to kindergarten  

children, I felt like God was giving me more opportunities at that time. I also learned how  

my trust and love toward God were growing bigger by seeing what really happens when  

I do what God teaches me to do. 

Apply: God tells you to be merciful and generous with others when it comes to giving  

your gifts that were given from God. God tells us to give our gifts to others as He gave us  



those gifts with no conditions. Once you do this, God will give us much better things and the 

best part is “being led to the presence of greater,” which is pointing at the  

relationship between us and our Lord.  

Transition: Thus, we all need to learn how to give gifts to others and experience being  

closer to God with the unending grace of God. 

 

Conclusion  

 Recap the Insights: To summarize, it is significant to acknowledge how gifts from God  

teaches us the facts that Jesus sacrificed himself painfully in order to save us and how we  

need to be thankful to be loved by the Mighty One. Also, we all need to learn how to give  

those gifts to one another in the present world where it is said that individuals need to  

keep everything to themselves without sharing. 

 End in thought-provoking questions: Therefore, how should we take God’s gift to us  

and how should we share our gifts with others throughout our lives? How can we give our own 

gifts to others, people around us and even people in each part of the world these  

days?  
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