
Christmas Joy Offering 2020 
Matthew 1:23 
God with Us 

“God with Us.” One of the liturgical traditions practiced at the church where I was 

brought up in Puerto Rico was to sing the popular hymn, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 

Every Sunday during the season of Advent, the advent wreath would be lit and the choir 

sang one stanza at a time each week until the Christmas Eve service. We then sang the 

entire hymn during the Christmas Eve service.  

Oh, ven, oh, ven, Emanuel 
Libra al cautivo Israel 
Que sufre desterrado aquí 
Y espera al hijo de David 

Alégrate, oh Israel 
Vendrá, ya viene Emanuel 

O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel

I remember that its tune captivated me. As I reflected on its effect on my spirit I 

realized that this tune carries more feeling that its lyrics. The tune is somber. It evokes 

feelings of pain, and loneliness. Then the refrain shifts our minds to grab on the joy. 

“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come thee, O Israel.” The words “God with us” stir in 

me a similar fluctuation. On the one hand, “God with us” revive our joyfulness and 

happiness. At the same time “God with us” calls me to reflect on its significance. 

“God with Us.” “God with Us!” “God with Us?” 

We all love to say “God is with us.” “There is nothing we can do without God.” 

Emmanuel becomes part of our familial conversations. There is so much joy celebrating 

the perfect gift of Jesus, the Christ to our world. Often that joy clouds the true significance 

of Emmanuel, God with us. 

“God with Us.” “God with Us!” “God with Us?” “God with Us” leads to the road of 

justice. This road is hard, lonely, and harsh. It is filled with disappointments, betrayals, 
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zero affirmation, zero appreciation, just a constant entitlement from others of wanting 

more. The road of justice is not pretty. It is narrow. It is not appealing.  

The road of God with us takes us to the hospital beds, to answer the phone in the 

middle of the nights just to listen to the sad news that a loved one has passed away, 

contracted COVID-19, diagnosed with cancer. The life of God with us is a constant dance 

between somber and joy. There are some Christians that want to remain in a state of joy. 

Others remain in a state of somber with no choice in the matter. Nonetheless, all of us 

navigate the fluctuating dynamic of somber and joy, of God with us. 

Where then, does God with us shows up? It is on the difficult and uncertain roads 

that we travel that “God with Us” shows up. “God with Us” shows up in the solitude and 

open space of the desert. “God with US” appears to the shepherds laboring in the middle 

of the night. “God with Us” lights the way with a light to outsiders and outcast from foreign 

lands. “God with Us” touches the hearts of those whom we deemed unworthy, labeled as 

non-human. God with us shows up when our lives are filled with royal gifts of gold, 

incense, and myrrh through the testimony and actions of “the other.”  

I am currently serving at Presbyterian Pan American School as its first Executive 

Vice President. Pan Am is a college preparatory boarding school in Kingsville, TX. 98% 

of our student body is international. Our students come from various countries such as 

Venezuela, Colombia, Mexico, Rwanda, China, South Korea, Honduras, Spain. God 

convenes amazing 14-18 years old bringing their cultures, values, and zest for life. We 

experience a micro-global community on a daily basis.  

Our students arrive on campus with different variations of English proficiency. All 

experience cultural shock. United States cultural shock, South Texas shock, Kingsville 

shock, and rural area shock. Their experience of God with us becomes anew every day. 
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Every day is a struggle. Every day these students make a conscious decision of be better 

and do better. Every day, these students invest in themselves. Every day God with us 

fluctuates between somber and joy. They leave their families, homes, food, friends, 

church family, and familiar air. They come pursuing and dreaming a better future for 

themselves and for their family.  

I found God’s gift of joy in these students. “God with Us” shows up when I witness 

the growth and transformation of 9th and 10th graders turning into confident, God-loving 

human beings. I see them blossom from struggling at the beginning of the semester with 

learning English into passionate preachers offering messages of hope rooted in their 

experiences of struggle and pain. I experienced God with us when I listen to our students 

speak Kinyarwanda, French, Korean, Spanish, and Mandarin. I experience God with us 

when students learn at least two additional languages because of the life-long friendships 

they develop here at Pan Am. 

God is with us shows up when a group of students asked me if they could fund 

raise to buy a new chair for one of their teachers. They were concern with the health of 

this teacher. The chair in behind the desk in the classroom was faulty and this teacher 

had fallen twice. The teacher never said anything about the condition of the chair. The 

students decided to let me know and do something to help their teacher. God with us.  

This season of God with us invites us to open our eyes and notice that systems of 

hate, oppression, disillusion, and enmity still in our midst. These evil forces are insidious. 

Yet, during this season of God with us can start dismantling, eliminating, erasing, and 

healing these diseases by juxtaposing an adversarial contrast. No, I am not talking about 

accepting or even tolerating forces of evil that seek to dehumanize and demonize the 

essence and dignity of members of God’s creation. I am calling all of us to seek out justice, 
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to work towards understanding, to listen more, to open your eyes, to reflect on your own 

biases, to dig yourself.  

Above all, this season of God with us invites us to trust in the Holy Spirit. To let the 

ruah shakes us up, the Sophia transform us and guide us to bring about a kin-dom that 

is creative, responsive, inclusive, and at the very least civilized. At least. Let’s actively 

work towards creating an atmosphere where people can talk, dialogue, communicate 

without power dynamics and meddling hierarchism that continues to benefit a sector of 

the population.   

God with us is somber and joy. Joy and somber. This season don’t be one who 

causes somber, sadness, and pain. This season engage in practicing random acts of 

kindness. This season of God with us practice generosity, radical generosity. This season 

of God with us reframe your outlook on life. Let’s live out of a place of abundance and not 

scarcity. Let’s celebrate each other’s gift instead of tearing us down and apart. This 

season of God with us believe that you can make a difference, that your generosity can 

impact countless of lives. I am a witness of the impact that your generosity has on the 

lives of the students I serve on a daily basis. Your care, compassion, commitment has a 

life-long impact. God with us is our perfect gift. How would you be a gift to others this 

season? How will you experience God with us this season? I hope and pray that God’s 

Wild Child, shakes us up so intensely that there is no other option but to give generously, 

care for one another unconditionally, and love one another fearlessly and with fierceness. 

May a life of “God with us” convicts us of our actions and interaction with one another. 

May God give us the courage and wisdom to live a life of God with us. Amen. 


