
 
 
 
Lesson Plan        Older Children (4th-8th grade) 
 
Objective: 
For the students to: 

▹ understand the ways that the Pentecost offering is disbursed and be able to name each recipient 
and its work. 

▹ be able to connect directly with these ministries through watching viewing/doing prayer stations 
from Triennium, corresponding with YAVs and creating prayers for children in need. 

▹ link the act of prayer with the work of service as supporting each other. 
 
Resources and supplies 

● Bibles 
● Pens, pencils and a variety of other drawing/coloring supplies (colored pencils, markers, etc.) 
● Template for cards for YAVs from Activity Sheet 1 
● Envelopes and stamps 
● Internet-connected device or devices (computer/tablet/smart board) to show video clips in the 

“engaging with the offerings” portion 
● Large poster board or chart paper 
● Tri-fold display board (or other large, mobile display board) 
● 2” x 2” sticky notes and pens 
● Boot or shoebox or other similarly sized box covered in plain paper 

 
Gathering & Hearing God’s story (15 minutes) 

● Opening prayer: (Feel free to use the prayer below, a prayer that is part of your usual routine or 
any prayer of your choice) 

Loving God, prepare our hearts to receive your word. Prepare our minds to listen and 
wonder. Prepare our hands to create and prepare our whole selves for this time of 
learning about you together. Amen. 

● Tell the class, “Today is the day of Pentecost. Pentecost is a day and a season in the church that 
celebrates the ‘birthday of the church.’ The Pentecost story from the book of Acts celebrates the 
coming together of God ’s people and the gifts of the Holy Spirit in unifying them.” 

● Read Acts 2:1-21. Wonder about the following questions: 
○ If you were in the crowd, what emotions do you think you would be feeling? (Surprise? 

Fear? Confusion? Excitement? Disbelief? Something different?) 
○ Talk about the languages—some starting points: 

■ Does anyone here speak another language? 
■ Has anyone here ever been in a place where you could not understand the 

language being spoken? 
 



 
 

 
■ The people gathered on the day of Pentecost were transformed by understanding 

the language of others. How do you think people being able to understand each 
other might transform our world today?  

○ Within the Acts passage, Peter quoted the Old Testament words of the Prophet Joel,  “In 
the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I 
will pour out my spirit.” (Acts 2:17-21/Joel 2:28-29) 

■ What emotions do you feel when you hear these words?  
■ The words clearly indicate God’s Spirit is for all (mentioning men and women, 

young and old—even slaves). Is this surprising? Expected? Affirming? 
Challenging? Comforting? Engage the students in wondering about what this 
means for the church both then and now. 

● Our church, the PC(USA), has four special offerings. They coincide with different times of the 
church year including: the day of Pentecost, World Communion Sunday, Christmas and 
Lent/Easter. 
(Optional) If you’d like to give a brief review, the specifics are below: 

1. Pentecost Offering—This offering is received at Pentecost—to benefit children and youth 
(Educate a Child, Presbyterian Youth Triennium, Young Adult Volunteer program, as well 
as local youth-related ministries) 

2. The Peacemaking Offering—This offering is received around the time of World 
Communion Sunday to support ministries of peace around the world. 

3. One Great Hour of Sharing—This offering is received in the seasons of Lent and Easter to 
support hunger, disaster relief and self-development ministries. 

4. The Christmas Joy Offering—This offering is received at Christmas time to support retired 
ministers and mission workers of the PC(USA). 

Today is the Pentecost Offering, so we will look at the beneficiaries that receive funds from these 
offerings. What about the Pentecost story that we just read do you think inspired the organizers of 
the story to choose to allocate the funds of this offering to children, youth and young adults? 

 
Engaging with the Pentecost Offering recipients (35 minutes) 
To give the students a flavor for the three designated offering recipients (Presbyterian Youth Triennium, 
Young Adult Volunteer Program, and Educate a Child), there will be three 10-minute “centers” for the 
students to engage with the different programs. Depending on group size, teachers may choose to do 
each one as a whole group or rotate through them in smaller groups (10 minutes at each group). Leaders 
should adapt this any way that would work in individual contexts. 
  



 
 
 
“Ten-Minute Triennium” (Choose as many of the activities below as you have time for) 

● First-Hand Experiences: If your congregation sent a group to Triennium, it would be ideal to invite 
one or two participants to talk to the students. Encourage them to share: highlights from worship, 
the best part about small groups, a friendship that they made, etc. Because of limited time, 
perhaps use a timer to get 30-second answers. 

● Videos: Use Youtube videos to enable the students to see clips of the event. Be sure to preview 
any video before showing it to your group. 

○ The 2019 Triennium promotional video can be found here: 
presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/2019-pyt-promotional-video/ .  

○ In addition, the Presbyterian Youth Triennium facebook page has many videos from the 
event: (facebook.com/pg/Triennium/videos/).  

● Prayer Stations: The Triennium leadership has shared some of the prayer center activities from 
the event. Visit presbyterianyouthtriennium.org and click on the ‘resources’ tab for full objectives, 
directions and supplies for each prayer center, or access directions for prayer centers directly 
here: go.aws/38CgKW0. Choose one or two activities to offer your students. 

 
YAV—Sharing the love (Choose as many of the activities below as you have time for.) 

● Explain to the students what the YAV program is (you can find a description and videos, as well 
as links to individual volunteer profiles here: presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/). The basics 
are: 

○ The program sends young adults (age 19-30) on a year of service in a variety of sites both 
in the U.S. and internationally. 

○ YAVs work with local agencies to address the root causes of poverty and work toward 
reconciliation. 

○ If you have current or former YAVs in your congregation, invite them to share a bit of their 
story with the class. 

● First-Hand Experiences: If you have a former YAV (or the parent of a current or recent YAV) in 
your congregation, invite them to share a bit about their placement and the work they did with 
your youth. 

● Prayer support: The theme from Psalm 71 is a particularly appropriate message for our young 
adults serving as YAVs. Using the template in Activity Sheet 1, have the students make a card to 
send to a currently serving YAV (forward to the YAV Office, 100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville 
KY 40202, and they will make sure they get them). 

 
Educate a Child, Transform the World—prayers for transformation (Choose as many of the activities 
below as you have time for.) Educate a child, Transform the world is an initiative calling on Presbyterians 
to work with partners in the U.S. and worldwide to improve the quality of education for 1 million children 
by 2020.  
  

https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/2019-pyt-promotional-video/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Triennium/videos/
http://www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/
https://go.aws/38CgKW0
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/


 
 

 
To help the children think about schools, children at risk, and teachers and other educational 
leaders, have the students create a mobile prayer center to bring to coffee hour or other gathering 
place in your church. There are a number of aspects of this project that can be divided among 
children or among groups (depending on whether you do the centers as a whole group or in 
rotation): 

● Create an information sheet/small poster about the initiative (You may either want to have 
a computer available to reference or print out the toolkit found here: 
presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/child/ and especially the 
Pentecost offering 101 information sheet: presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-
peace-justice/child/toolkit/pentecost-offering-101/ 

● Set up a trifold which will have plenty of room to display prayers, as well as needed 
supplies (pens or markers, small sized (2" x 2") sticky notes). Write out an instructional 
sheet/small poster instructing people to write a prayer for education. It could be a prayer 
for a student, school, teacher, issue or problem, local concern around education, etc. Let 
the students take the lead in creating suggestions that are meaningful to them. 

● Create a box to receive offerings by covering a shoebox or similarly sized box with plain 
paper. Have students brainstorm creative ideas around suggesting gifts to make towards 
the offering, and then have the students write those ideas on and around the box 
(Example: Put in $1 for each grandchild you have, Make a donation in honor of a favorite 
teacher, Put in an amount that corresponds with the ages/grades of your children, etc.) As 
above, let the students take the lead in creating suggestions that are meaningful to them. 

 
Sending forth (10 minutes) 
Share with the students the theme of the Pentecost offering, which comes from Psalm 71, verse 17, 
“You’ve taught me since my youth, God, and I’m still proclaiming your wondrous deeds!” 
 
Close by joining the students in a circle and ask them to take one minute to think about the things that 
they learned about the three offerings and pick one area that they want to raise up in prayer. Some 
examples might be,  “I pray for young people serving our church around the world,”  “I give thanks that our 
church brings youth together every three years. I am glad that is a part of who we are!,” “God, please be 
with us as we try to help make education fair and available to all equally.” Once everyone has had time to 
think of something, go around the circle, giving each person a chance to share their prayer, then, as a 
group, between each prayer, respond with “You’ve taught me since my youth, God, and I’m still 
proclaiming your wondrous deeds!” At the conclusion of the prayer, invite the class to say together, 
“Amen.” 
 
 

 
—Becky D’Angelo-Veitch, Certified Associate Christian Educator,  

Director of Faith Formation at Third Presbyterian Church, Rochester, NY 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/child/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/child/toolkit/pentecost-offering-101/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/child/toolkit/pentecost-offering-101/

